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Dear Friend,

People like )zou and me are getting pushed to the sidelines in our own democracy

as special interests buy access in the halls of power with big contributions to self-serving
politicians in what has become "the petmanent campaign" for offrce.

And it's costing us dearly.

The U.S. Supreme Court okayed voter identification laws that trample on our democratic
rights, then turned around and gave corporations the green light to secretly spend unlimited
amounts of money to influence our elections.

Meanwhile ,naÍrtral disasters fueled by climate change are grim reminders of what happens

when our elected officials let corporate special interests police themselves.

This is no way to run a democracy! When citizens are frozen out of the process,

government doesn't respond to our needs-it only serves special interests.

That is why I'm asking you to support the League of Women Voters of the United
States. Stand with us in the fight to take our democracy back from corporate and partisan special

interests by taking these two actions today:

Make your voice heard by completing and returning the enclosed Voter
Opinion Survey. To ensure we can include your survey responses in our
tabulation, please return your survey within the next 10 days.

Help put political power back in the hands of the people by supporting the League
of Women Voters with a contribution of S35, $55 or more.
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The League of Women Voters is conducting this Voter Opinion Survey because we
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noliticians and well-connected soecial interests-shoul

most powerful force in our democracy.

By taking part in this survey, you will stand with Americans across the country in
assessing the health of our democracy.

While your individual responses will be kept confidential, the overall results will help

strengthen the League's work to make sure the concems of citizens are heard and heeded in
Congress; and the White House.

By supporting the League of Women Voters today with a generous contribution, you'Il
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help us fight for a strong, vibrant democracy that reflects the diversity of voices in our vast nation.

You and I see this diversity as one of our nation's greatest strengths-but not everyone

shares our view.

In fact, many of the elected officials who are supposed to represent our interests are

actively engaged in an ongoing campaign to disenfranchise certain groups of voters.

Already looking ahead to the next election, these selÊserving politicians will be pushing

restrictive, unnecessary voter identification laws that make it harder for communities of color,

low-income areas, the elderly and other underrepresented groups to cast a ballot.

They will be putting up obstacles that discourage the important work of grassroots

organizations like the League to register voters.

From proposing new laws that would restrict early voting opportunities, to putting in
place new barriers that will make it harder for eligible voters to register to vote, these selÊ

serving politicians are working to rig the system in their favor.

Meanwhile, public officials are dragging their heels in implementing federal laws that let

people register to vote when they sign up for social services like Medicare, Medicaid and food

stamps.

These attacks, combined with the creeping influence of special interests in our elections

and political system, are undermining the democracy we hold dear.

That is why the League of Women Voters is sounding a call for action-a call I'm counting

on you to answer today by helping us with your completed survey and generous contribution.

For almost a century. the League of Women Voters has empowered the American people

to take control of their democracv.

Our commitment to citizen action reaches back to our beginning, when we rose out of
the suffrage movement that secured the right to vote for American women.

Today, the League is active in more than 700 communities nationwide.

People of alt political persuasions turn to the League to discuss the issues, learn about

the policies that impact their lives, and demand accountability from our government and elected

officials.

IJnlike some grassroots organizations that are nothing more than front groups for
Democrats or Republicans, the League is nonpartisan-neither supporting nor opposing

candidates or political parties at any level of government, but alr,vays influencing issues of
concern to our supporters and the public.
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We work from the ground up instead of dictating our agenda from the top down.

It's a proven approach that gets results by mobilizing people to get involved in their
communities and make a difference at the grassroots level. Over the years, and with our
supporters and activists leading the way, the League has spearheaded efforts to ensure the

faimess of our election systems . . .

... and connected millions of people to the debate taking place in Washington, D.C. on

issues like campaign Íinance reform, health care reform and climate change.

As you can imagine, our commitment to standing up for all eligible voters has put us at

odds rvith some of the most powerful special interests in Washington.

Our hard work and tenacity in the health care debate invited threats and attacks from a

partisan interest group that appropriated the League's name in a desperate attempt to kill reform.

When the Supreme Court opened the door to secret spending in our elections ...

... the League moved quickly and pressed Congress for reforms that would stop industry
front groups like the U.S. Chamber of Commerce from secretly drowning political campaigns in
specia[ interest money.

And with our supporters behind us. the League backed the court challenge to Arizona's
immigration law. which put U.S. citizens and legal residents at risk for being detained and
interrogated simply because of how they look-an issue that is more important than ever today.

In all of these fights, the League speaks for you, and you alone.

Our only allegiance is to open government. a vibrant democracy. and a political system
that serves the needs ofall people. not special interests.

If our values are your values, then I need you to support the League of Women Voters.
You see, our independenge means that wq depend on concstr]ed citizens like y_ou for_t_be_1ion1s-

share of our funding.

By making a contribution of $35, $55 or more today, you will:

*++ Make a difference for your community and our nation by helping the League pressure

Congress to adopt effective, consensus-based policies on issues like climate change,
campaign finance reform, immigration and voting rights.

*>i<* Raise the tone of the political debate by supporting thoughtflul, civil discussion at events
such as League town hal1 meetings and candidate forums.

)i:>:<8 Empower your fellow citizens to rnake informed decisions at the ballot box by
sponsoring education and outreach programs that give voters a trusted, nonpartisan
source for issue, candidate ancl ballot infbrmation
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*'6* Strengthen our democracy by funding League efforts to register new voters, protect
voting rights, and ensure that our elections are conducted fairly.

*** Stand up to special interests by supporting grassroots League activists who help
communicate our agenda and hold elected officials accountable when they vote against
America's priorities.

In all of these walzs. your support of the League of Women Voters will make our nation a
better place. So please don't wait another minute.

Take a moment right now to complete your Voter Opinion Survey. Then return it with a

contribution to the League in the enclosed envelope.

Thankyou,g**c*
Chris Carson

President,

LWVUS

P.S. Don't forget to return your Voter Opinion Survey within the next 10 days so we can

include your responses in the tabulation process. I look forward to welcoming you to the

League. We'll be proud to have your support.


