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How local 

I 	residents 
voted in 
the last 
General 
Election. 

Elections across Oxford West & 

bingdofl - are always a close 
contest between the Lib Dems 
and the Conservatives-  

Voting Labour or Green here 
just lets the Conservatives in. 

John Howson 
for Police 
Commissioner 

Local Lib Dems have chosen a 
leading campaigner and 
magistrate as their candidate in 
the Police & Crime Commissioner 
election on 15th November - 
Professor John Howson. 

John Howson, who lives in 
Oxford, knows a thing or two about 
crime. 

"As a victim of a classroom 
stabbing when a teacher, having 
experienced four burglaries in my 
adult life, and been involved in two 
road traffic accidents, I know the 
effects crimes can have not only on 
the direct victim, but also on others in 
the wider community," says John 

He has been a successful 
businessman, academic and 
magistrate, as well as being a former 
government adviser. 
Find out more about John at: 

www.JohnHowson.com  
Follow John on Twitter: 

@J0hn4PCC 
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Local residents have told Alison Rooke and the Lib 
Dem team that they are fed up with the amount of 
weeds being left to grow on local roads. 

"As we've been out knocking on doors and conducting 
Residents' Surveys in recent months it is an issue that 
people keep raising," said Alison. "Most residents take a lot 
of care to keep their gardens looking good, but the County 
Council is letting them down." 

In some areas Lib Dem County Councillors have used 
their local budgets to pay for extra weed clearance. 

Lib Dem County Councillors have pushed for more 
resources to deal with weeds. 

Conservative grant 
cut kills Arts Festival 

Changes made by the Conservatives running the Vale of White Horse District 
Council have resulted in the cancellation of this year's Abingdon Arts Festival. 

The Conservatives changed the rules so that funding was switched from Abingdon 
to the wealthier western part of the district, and by making most of the money only 
available for capital projects. 

This meant that the Abingdon Arts Festival, which received £3,000 a year when the 
Lib Dems were in control, were only offered £1,000 by the Tories. The volunteers that 
run the festival couldn't then afford to produce and distribute the Festival Programme. 

"This is an enormous shame, and a kick in the teeth for the hard-working volunteers 
that have made the festival such a success in recent years," said ClIr. Alison Rooke 

"It also raises the question of whether Abingdon's Conservative councillors are 
standing up for our town effectively enough on the Vale District Council." 
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Lib Dem investment in the play area 
at Abbey Meadow (above) was a big 
success, but the toilets (right) are 
dreadful and often closed, including 
the disabled toilet. 
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Abingdon Lib Dems are 
calling on local 
Conservative councillors 
to get on with their 
promised improvements to 
Abbey Meadow. 

"Following our investment 
in the play area and water 
feature Abbey Meadow is 
more popular than ever," said 
Cllr. Alison Rooke. 

"But now we need the 
Conservatives to keep their 
promise to improve facilities, 
particularly the toilets." 
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Abingdon Lib, Dems - Proud of our achievements 

Abingdon Lib Dems are very proud of their 
improvements to the War Memorial and the 
surrounding area. 

Neil Fawcett and Cur. Alison Rooke enjoy meeting one of the traders at 
the recent French Market. The Lib Dems initiated the French Markets and 
programme of events in the Market Place and are delighted that the new 
administration have carried on with them. 

Guildhall - high hones 

Joint action needed 
The local Conservative run councils need to work together to fix up the 
Thames Street area, which currently presents a poor image at one of the 
entrances to the town. 

The bench is broken 
the pavement is 
crooked and there are 
loads of weeds. 
"We've heard a lot of 
talk about making 
more of the river 
frontage," said Cllr. 
Alison Rooke. This is 
a real opportunity for 
the Conservatives to 
deliver on their 
orom ises." 

The Lib Dems succeeded in transfering ownership of the 
town's Guildhall from the Vale to the Town Council. 

They believe that the Guildhall has the potential to be a major 
asset to the community and for usage to rise rapidly, particularly 
through the provision of a cinema. 

"We will be supportive of plans to bring a cinema to the Guildhall 
and for wider use by the community," said Cllr. Alison Rooke. 

Conservative councillors have spent the last 18 months looking 
at the options and drawing up a business plan. They aim to get 
the Guildhall to break even. Lib Dem councillors will continue to 
monitor their progress. 

contact  the teaii1 
Peachcroft Town Council/or 
Alison Rooke 	522508 
alison.rooke@abingdon.gov.uk  

Peachcroft Vale & Town Council/or 
Pat Lonergan 	202784 
pat.lonerganwhitehorsedc.gov. Uk 

Abbey Barton Vale Council/or 

Tony deVere 	203169 
Abbey Barton Vale & Town Council/or 

Julie Mayhew-Archer 	521626 
Abbey Barton Town Councillors 

Lesley Legge 	520768 
Penny McDougall 	522642 
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!Have YOUR Say 
Use this slip to let us know what you think about any of the issues in this Focus 
or any other issues that are of concern to you. 

Iwould like to join the 
local Lib Dems U 

!Name: ...........................................................................I can help deliver local 

Email: 	 I Focus leaflets U 

I would be interested in 
Phone: ..........................................................................hearing about local Lib 

Address: ....................................................................... 	Dem events U 

Return to: Alison Rooke, Abingdon Lib Dems, FREEPOST (SCE22I), Oxford, OXI IYA. 
Jfyou return this form the Liberal Democrats and their elected representatives may use the information you've given to contact 

Ivan Some contacts may be automated You can ahavc opt out ofcommunicationsat any time by contacting its. - - - - 


